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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)E3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 6/28/2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-8 and 10-12 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) ^ Claim(s) 1-8 and 10-12 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

In response to the communication filed on June 28 th , 2006, claims 1-8 and 10-12 are pending, 
and claim 9 has been cancelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the relevant portion of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that forms the basis for the 
rejections made in this section of the office action: 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one, 
year prior to the date of the application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Abrahamson 
(U.S. 5,002,491). 

[1] Regarding claim 1 1 , Abrahamson discloses an interactive learning software program usable 
by a plurality of remote students, the plurality of remote students using different operational 
devices to output an operational instruction to use the interactive learning software program. See 
col. 4: 25-40. Abrahamson further discloses wherein operational device has a unique ID code 
that is output with the instruction. See col. 8: 50-60. Abrahamson further discloses an operational 
instruction status list for recording the acceptable operational instructions sent by operational 
devices with particular ID codes, and a program code for changing the operational instruction 
status list, and for determining which operational instructions are executable by checking the 
corresponding ID code on the operational status list. See col. 4: 25-60. Note that what 
Abrahamson is describing is selectively allowing particular operational devices to perform only 
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specific operations with the learning software. Although a 'status list' is not expressly disclosed 
with this concept, it is inherent with the system; particularly with Abrahamson disclosing in col. 8: 
55-65 that the instructor creates and can store the permitted student tasks. 

[2] Regarding claim 12, Abrahamson discloses wherein the operational instruction status list sorts 
a plurality of operational instructions into a plurality of operational instruction groups, each 
operational instruction group including at least one operational instruction. See col. 4: 48-52. 
Abrahamson further discloses wherein the operational instruction status list records the 
acceptable operational instructions sent by operational devices with acceptable ID codes for each 
operational instruction group. See col. 5: 5-15. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of the relevant portion of 35 U.S.C. 103 that forms the basis for the 
rejections made in this section of the office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 

Claims 1-8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Abrahamson et al. (US 5,002,491) in view of Roschelle et al. (US 6,628,918). 

[3] Regarding claim 1, Abrahamson discloses an interactive learning computer system comprising 
a teaching computer for executing at least one built in interactive learning software program and 
outputting graphical information to the teacher and the plurality of students, the interactive 
learning software being able to accept a plurality of operation instructions. See col. 4: 25-40. 
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Abrahamson further discloses a plurality of operational devices for use by the plurality of students 
and outputting operational instructions to the teaching computer to use the interactive learning 
software program. See col. 4: 25-40. Abrahamson further discloses wherein each operational 
device has a unique Identification code, and the operational instruction is output with a 
corresponding ID code allowing the teaching computer to identify each operational device. See 
col. 8: 50-60. Abrahamson further discloses an interactive control program for allowing the 
interactive learning software to selectively accept the operating instruction being output from an 
operational device. See col. 8: 60-68. Abrahamson fails to teach of the control instruction to 
establish the selective communication channel being implemented by a teacher from a portable 
computer via a wireless connection. However, Roschelle teaches of an electronic interactive 
learning system in which the instructor can utilize the teaching computer through a wireless 
network by use of a second portable computer that is small and can be hand held. See col. 3: 40- 
60, and col. 5: 9-1 3. Therefore, it would have been obvious at the time of the invention to include 
the afore-mentioned features of Roschelle, in the system of Abrahamson, so as to provide 
portability to the instructor to aid in the class instruction. 

[4] Regarding claim 2, Abrahamson discloses wherein the interactive control software program is 
usable by the teacher to specify controllable operational instructions for each operational device, 
allowing the interactive learning software to selectively accept the operating instructions being 
output from the operational device. See col. 8: 50-68. 

[5] Regarding claim 3, Abrahamson discloses wherein the interactive control software program is 
usable by the teacher to specify one operational device to process the interactive learning 
software program allowing the interactive learning software to be used only by the specified 
device. See col. 4: 25-40. 

[6] Regarding claim 4, Abrahamson discloses wherein the interactive control software program 
can allow the interactive learning software to be used only by selected operational devices. See 
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col. 4: 25-40. Abrahamson fails to teach wherein the interactive control software program is 
usable by the teacher to randomly select said operational device(s). However, Roschelle teaches 
of such in col. 8: 35-37. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention, to utilize the afore-mentioned features of Roschelle, in the system of 
Abrahamson, so as to allow for increased participation from the students. 

[7] Regarding claim 5, Abrahamson discloses wherein the interactive control program is usable by 
the teacher to select a competitive option to process the interactive learning software program 
allowing the interactive learning software program to be used only by one of first responding or 
first multiple responding devices. See col. 11: 25-40 (competition), col. 15: 50-65 (first responding 
operational devices) and col. 4: 25-40 (selective communication). 

[8] Regarding claim 6, Abrahamson discloses a connection device allowing the output operational 
instruction from one of the plurality of operational devices to be sent to the teaching computer via 
the connection device. See col. 3: 55-65. 

[9] Regarding claim 7, Abrahamson discloses wherein the plurality of operational devices are 
connected to the connection device via cables, and the connection device is also connected to 
the teaching computer via a cable. See col. 3: 55:65. 

[10] Regarding claim 8, Abrahamson fails to teach wherein the control instruction output by the 
portable computer is initially sent to the connection device and then forwarded to the teaching 
computer. However, Roschelle teaches of this in col. 3: 40-60. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, to utilize the connection 
device of Roschelle in the system of Abrahamson, so as to provide efficient communication 
between all of the networked devices. 
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[11] Regarding claim 10, Abrahamson fails to teach of the portable computer being usable by the 



teacher to output an operational instruction to the teaching computer to use the interactive 
learning software program. However, Roschelle teaches of this limitation in col. 5: 5-15. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention, to utilize the afore-mentioned limitation of Roschelle in the system of Abrahamson, so 
as to provide portability to the instructor to aid in the class instruction. 



Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of 
rejection. This action is made NON-FINAL. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Timothy Musselman whose telephone number is (571)272-1814. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 6:00AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on (571)272-6788. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system/call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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